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PresidenTiaL PersPeCTive

President Timothy Teuscher

Wh e n  I  w a s  e l e c t e d 
president, I mentioned 
to the convention that 

I wasn’t even sure what I was 
supposed to do. After receiving a 
crash-course on the many things 
that needed to be done, I went 
from being uncertain to being 
greatly overwhelmed. Fortunately, 
Dr. Luther came to my rescue 
as I remembered his cryptic and 
profound words: “We serve God 
best by doing nothing.”

He spoke  those  words  in 
connection with one of the most 
shocking sections in all of Holy 
Scripture—the account of Jesus’ 
visit to the home of those two 
sisters Mary and Martha. In these 
few verses we hear Jesus praising 
the adoring, dreamy-eyed, attentive, 
inactive Mary who sits at His 
feet doing nothing and, instead, 
rebuking the hustling, bustling, 
active Martha who, after all, is only 
hustling and bustling about in His 
interests and for His welfare.

But does not Jesus say His 
disciples are to follow and serve 
Him? Does not St. James say we 
are to “be doers of the Word and 
not hearers only” (James 1:22)? 
And to all outward appearances 
and to our way of thinking, Martha 
was doing the right thing, the God-
pleasing thing. In fact, so sure is she 
of the rightness of her activity that 
she says: “Lord, do you not care 
that my sister has left me to serve 
alone? Tell her then to help me” 
(Luke 10:40).

And how does Jesus respond? 
“Martha, Martha, you are anxious 
and troubled about many things, 
but one thing is necessary. Mary 

has chosen the good portion, which 
will not be taken away from her” 
(Luke 10:41-42). What a shock 
these words of Jesus must have 
been to Martha! And what a shock 
these words still are to us today!

After all, we are not talking here 
about those who reject Christ and 
who chase after and set their hearts 
on the things of this world, rather 
we are talking about the distractions 
over “much serving” that goes on 
within the church. And, yes, many 
a congregation can easily find itself 
so busy with meetings and activities, 
many a Christian can become so 
preoccupied with his or her work 
and involvement in the church, that 
they lose sight of what Jesus calls the 
“one thing necessary.”

But why? Why is Mary’s action 
of doing nothing except sitting at 
Jesus’ feet and listening to His Word 
“the good portion, the one thing 
necessary”? The Scriptures answer: 
“Without faith it is impossible to 
please God” (Hebrews 11:6). And 
further: “Faith comes from hearing, 
and hearing through the Word 
of Christ” (Romans 10:17). And 
what does this mean? Just this: you 
cannot really serve the Lord unless 
and until He first serves you. You 
cannot be a Martha, whose service 
is pleasing to God, unless and until 
you are first a Mary who sits at 
Jesus’ feet and listens to His Word. 

And that is why the heart and 
centre, the chief and primary emphasis 
and activity of every congregation, of 
every Christian, is to be one thing and 
one thing alone: “to hold God’s Word 
sacred and gladly hear and learn it,” 
as the catechism explanation of the 
Third Commandment puts it.

On the other hand, however, 
as soon as God’s Word is put out 
of sight and ignored, where the 
hearing of God’s Word is regarded 
as only one thing among the many 
activities that might go on in the 
church, errors in doctrine and 
faith, in practice and life begin 
creeping in so that little by little 
we lose Christ altogether. And 
what good will all our serving and 
doing then be?

The Reformer  sums i t  up 
this way: “It is better to omit 
everything except the Word of 
God. In fact, nothing deserves to 
be fostered more than the Word; 
for the entire Scripture shows 
that this is to be in common use 
among Christians, and Christ 
Himself says that one thing is 
needful; that Mary sit at the feet 
of Christ and hear His Word often. 
This is the better part that is to be 
chosen, and it will never be taken 
away. For it is an eternal Word. 
All the rest, however, must pass 
away, no matter how much work it 
gives Martha to do. Therefore, no 
more splendid work exists than to 
simply receive and hear the Word 
of Christ.”  

And what  bet ter  t ime for 
p a s t o r s  a n d  p e o p l e  i n  t h e 
congregations of our synod to 
“do nothing” than during Lent. 
As the rite of the Ash Wednesday 
service says: “From ancient times 
the season of Lent has been kept 
as a time of special devotion, self-
denial, and humble repentance 
born of a faithful heart that dwells 
confidently on His Word and 
draws from it life and hope” (LSB 
Altar Book, p. 483). 

Doing nothing?


