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I. Introduction

It is a great plea sure to be  with you  and take  part in

the Sixth Convention, a milestone of the LCC. I bring you

greetings from the President of our Luthera n Chu rch in

Brazil,  Rev. Dr. Carlos W alther Winterle, and from our

Seminary  in São Paulo, which Dr. Mayan had the

opportunity to visit last year.

I want to thank you all for the opportunity to share

with you the blessings of being a part of the mission of

God. The them e of this Convention is fascinating and

motivating: That all may know his name. It is a

challenging theme for every Christian, pastor and

congregation.

Whenever  the churc h meets to  discuss, plan and take

actions in order th at all may k now H is name, it  must be

courageous and bold. It must be careful lest it be just one

more conversation about mission that doesn’t lead to

action. Faith and confiden ce in the Lord are  essential so

as to avoid such an outcome.

There is a story about a church which once prayed

for rain during a long period of drought: the pastor and

church members had decided to go up to the hill on a

Sunday morning in order to pray for rain. It was a very

hot day. Among  the multitude walking up there  was a

little boy car rying sev eral um brellas with  him. Somebody

puzzled and confused, asked him why so m any um brellas.

His answer was put in a question form: “Are we not

gonna ask God for rain today? We’ll need them on our

way ho me.”

As we meet to pray and ask the Lord to use us in such a

way that all may know his name, we had better be

prepared! Our temples  may need new painting, mo re

pews added, more pastors, more training for ushers and

more people available for the Lord’s work in our church.

The church  will need g ood strateg y plann ing, assim ilation

programs and follow-up of the many opportunities the

Lord opens up as it reaches out into the  comm unity to

share the G ospel of o ur Lord  Jesus Ch rist.

To study, discuss, plan and take action in mission on the

basis of Scripture and the e xamp le of the Ea rly Chu rch is

a blessing indeed. It challenges us, moves us. It makes

Satan, his angels and the all of hell shake and tremble.

W e are shaken too - but in a positive way. Solomon’s

prayer is a doxological prayer, moved by humbleness and

servanthood to the Lord, filled with the burning de sire

that all people in the world may know the Lord’s name

and be saved. In order that people might know God’s

name, the Early Chu rch asked  for boldn ess to proc laim

His Word . This is still our prayer today: “Give us

boldness,  o Lord, as we proclaim your salvation, so that

all may know your na me.” T he Holy  Spirit through God’s

word gives us power and strength, compels and leads us

in our Christian life of witness. When we as God’s church

pray for action in m ission, for op portunities , we hav e to

be prepared, for as Acts 4.31 says, the apostles prayed for

courage, boldness, and so it happened.

Our purpose in this study  is to take a clo se look, to

meditate  on som e factors, w hich made the ea rly

Christians become bold in their witness and missionary

endeavor - and by the grace of God -  draw some lessons

for our m inistry and  missiona ry work  today. 

II. How  did the Early Christian Church become so bold in

its missionary outreach?

We find the answ er to this que stion in seve ral parts

of Scripture. Since we don’t have time here  to look at a ll

the passages we will only look at  some of them.

A. The heart of the matter

The starting point of the church’s reason to  be, of its

reason to be grateful and bold in God’s  mission, has been

the same since the beginning; it will never change and

will be the sam e foreve r. I am talkin g about the

undeserved grace of God in Jesus Christ towards us

sinners. In the Early Church’s case, as well as in ours, the

motivation for mission had its starting point in God,

“from whom all blessings flow”. From “not my people”,

because  of our sins, we are now called God’s people as

stated by Hosea:  “I  wil l say to those called ‘Not my

people’, ‘you are my people; a nd they  will say, ‘You are

my God” (Hos 1.9; 2.23). The Apostle Peter says: “Once

you were no t a people , but now  you are  the people of

God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have

received mercy ” (1 Pt 2.10 ). This  promise echoes

throughout the entire O ld Testam ent, up to its

consummation on Calvary and the empty tomb: “They

will be my people, and I will be their God” (Ez 11.20). In

Ephesians 2.1-10 we are told that it is by grace that we

are saved. Grace, God’s undeserved and endless love for

us sinners was given  to us in his Son Jesus C hrist our

Savior. In Christ Jesus we were re-created and called back

to God. We are called, blessed, empowered and

commissioned to go out into the w orld pro claiming  this

same prom ise, good  news an d assuran ce to all - it is

God’s desire that everybody believe in Jesus Christ and

be saved, and enjoy the blessings of being his alone and

members of his church on earth and in heaven.

B) The outcome of their call through God’s grace

In several insta nces in the  Gospe ls, Jesus ma kes it

clear to his disciples that the starting p oint of their

salvation is in him alo ne, in his gr ace. Also , that after



being called in him, fro m dark ness to life, fro m sin to

forgiveness,  a wide door of opportunities for witness and

service to him would open for them. Once they were

called they would become fruitful in their lives and

witness also:

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the

gardener (John 15.1). “I am the vine; you are the

branches.  If  a  man remains in me and I  in him,

he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can

do nothing (John 15.5). “You did not choose me,

but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear

fruit—fruit that will last” (John 15.16).

Jesus gave his disciples the prom ise of his Ho ly

Spirit and this promise was fulfilled on Pentecost Day:

”But you will receive power when the Holy Sp irit comes

on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and

in all Judea and Sa maria, an d to the en ds of the ea rth

(Acts 1.8).

In their everyday life they always had the assurance

given b y Jesus, as state d in Ma thew 28 .18-20: 
18All authority  in heaven and on earth has been

given to me.  19Therefore go and make disciples

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of th e Son an d of the H oly Spirit,
20and teaching them to obey everything I have

commanded  you. A nd surely I am with you

always, to the very end of the age.

They were granted the direction and protection

from Jesus in their w itness:

How did they become so bold? T hey were

people  chosen by God’s grace, they were called

by the power  of the Ho ly Spirit. They were sent

out with the guaran tee of the p ower o f the Holy

Spirit and Jesus, the head of the church. As we

may see from some excerpts of Mathew chapter

10:
16 I am sending you out like sheep amo ng wolve s.

Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent

as dove s. 
19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about

what to say or h ow to say  it. At that time  you w ill

be given what to say,
26 So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing

concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden

that will not be made known.
28 Do no t be afraid  of those who kill the body but

canno t kill the soul.  Rather, be afraid of the One

who ca n destroy  both sou l and bo dy in he ll. 
31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than

many  sparrow s. 
32 Who ever ack nowled ges me  before m en, I will

also acknowledge him before my Father in

heaven.

Later on in the New Testament we see several instances

where God’s people were reminded of their call into

God’s mission. T he Apo stle Peter wr ote to the church of

his time:
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,

a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that

you may declare the praises of him who called

you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10

Once you were not a people, but now you are the

people  of God; once you had not received mercy,

but now you have received mercy.

The Apostle Paul stresses the results of God’s grace

in our actions as C hristians in this world wh en he says:
14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are

convinced that one died for a ll, and there fore all

died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live

should no longer live for themselves but for him

who died for them and was raised again.

So, what else did they need? They had the

forgiveness of sins, the assu rance of  fellowsh ip with

Jesus, protection, the Holy  Spirit, the authority given by

Jesus, the message to preach and the multitudes to reach

out to. Their arena, the world or field, was right there at

their doo rsteps and  they m ade goo d use of th is all - they

turned the world upside down.

They were all aw are that they  were th e people of

God, called out of the world of sin and darkness by the

Word  and the H oly Spirit into  the fellow ship of Jesus and

His church . They w ere still sinners; th ey had th eir

weaknesses as we do; their lives and actions were not

perfect,  for while we remain in th is world w e are still

simul iustus et peccator. But even so  they knew that they

were sent by Jesu s into the world , with a message, under

His power and dir ection, in H is name a nd auth ority, in

His company and on his behalf, proclaiming that

“salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other

name under heav en given to m en by wh ich we mu st be

saved (A cts 4.12).”

Finally, the outcome of our c all by grace, the results of

Jesus’ love in ou r lives, are w ell stated by L uther in h is

explanation of the Second Article of the Creed: “... that I

may be his own and live under H im in His  kingdom and

serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and

blessedn ess...”

III. What are some challeng es in our mission today which

call for confidence  and boldn ess in the Lord? (What are

some areas in God’s mission in which we are called to be

bold today?)

1. To view mission from a holistic or comprehensive

point of view. The re are still members an d congreg ations,

which take evangelism committees and the pastor’s job as

“proud” excuses for not ge tting invo lved in  mission work.

An Evangelism committee or a program for witne ssing in



the parish should strive to make all members aware that

they too share  in the responsibility and privileges of local

mission. Also, the so-called “five areas of ministry of the

church” cannot be working on their own, without any

cooperation among them. They need to become

integrated, and planning for missionary outreach is what

brings them tog ether; it is the go lden ribb on that unites

them. Each area of ministry has its own objectives, but

that must not lose sight of that which binds them together

- the witne ss to the Go spel of Jesu s Christ.

2. To acknowledge and trust tha t the mission  belong s to

God and not to us. W e are only  His servants. The missio

Dei belong s to God ex clusively, ju st as the chu rch is his.

As he builds his churc h he m akes His m ission grow . His

mission is Christocentric, emerging from God’s grace; it

is advanced by His flock on earth, the chu rch, and  it is

doxological. What does all this mean? There is no place

for anxiety in  God’s mission, there is no need to worry as

if the results depend of only on us and on our methods of

doing mission. God wants us to be fa ithful in living and

sharing his word of salvation, but He, and He alone,

through the Holy Sp irit, brings ab out the resu lts. This is

confirmed by Pau l: “I planted the seed, Apollos watered

it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he

who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things

grow (1 Co 3.6-7 ).

3. To contextualize the Gospel in accordance with the

customs,  geographical location and social conditions of

the people. A re we effe ctively  communicating the Gospel

to people from all levels of society? 

4. To take into  account the fact that the world in which

we live is rapidly  becoming more urban. Sometimes the

way we develop our urban mission shows that we are  not

very attuned to the city’s life and dynamics. In several

places we are still working with a rural mentality in the

city, or sometimes the reverse happens - consciously or

not we try to force our urban attitudes on farm ch urches,

expecting changes in the blink of an eye . In rural as w ell

as in urban mission we sometimes feel as though w e were

trying to force rou nd screws into sq uare holes.

5. To reevaluate the way our congregations and

missions do their follow-up and their short-term and long-

term planning. It is no longer acceptable for pastors and

congregations to develop the ministry in an empirical

way. God’s mission is too imp ortant and  our rapid ly

changing world ch allenges th e church  to plan in d etail

and comprehensively for mission.

6. To stress the centrality of  Christ in  our message to a

world  full of sync retism, pag anism an d relativism  in

matters of faith and salvation (Ac 4.12).

7. To pursue a  comp assionate  attitude, reac hing ou t in

love to the lost. Our Mentor Jesus Christ displayed this

attitude par excellence: “When he saw the crowds, he had

compassion on them, because they were harassed and

helpless, like sheep withou t a shepherd” (Mt 9.36).

Before proclaiming the unknown God to the people of

Athens Paul “was greatly distressed to see th at the city

was full of idols” (Ac 17.16). A compassionate heart

doesn’t feel comfortable with the lostness of the world -

it translates inner attitudes into actions of love; this was

happening constantly in the Early Church.

IV. What lessons do we learn from the boldness of the

Apostles and of the Early Christian Church?

1. The Early Church was not perfect, but it was on the

move. When we talk about the Early Church we can

easily idealize it, imagining that it was blameless without

any conflicts, divisions, mistakes or sins.  However it had

to deal with problems both internal and external - as

occurs in our ch urch tod ay. The re were riv alries among

the Apostles and members; many other difficulties and

barriers had to  be overcom e, such as false teachings,

pride, lack of fellowship, immorality and so forth. All of

this shows that the church was made up of sinful human

beings, who in this world are still under the cross. But at

the same time the church displayed worthwhile

characteristics, which showed that God’s grace was at

work a mong  the Apo stles and m embe rs in gene ral.

2. There was strong emphasis on the study and teaching

of the Word, on the fellowship of believers, on the

breaking of bread , and on  prayer, w orked b y the Ho ly

Spirit (Ac 2.42).

3. A high degree of worth  and resp ect attributed  both to

the pastoral ministry and to the priesthood of al believers

(cf. Pastoral Epistles; Ac 6; 1Pe 2.8,9).

4. It was a ch urch that i dentified with the people and

reached out to them in their daily lives. The church was

active in the streets, in  open markets, in public and

private places - everywhere.

5. The highest value in the Early Church was God’s

missionary enterprise. There w as feeding and leading

with the Gospel and the Sacraments inside the church,

and at the same time there was the action of reaching out

with the Gosp el to those in darkness. Fellowship and

nurture exercised within the church would not happen at

the expense of those outside the church. It was an

inclusive church , having  clear und erstandin g of its

missionary intention and dimension (Hans-Werner

Gensichen). The early Christians saw God’s work

reaching out to the ends of the earth. Their view of

mission was worldw ide. They  were co mmitte d to the job,

not willing to compromise the Gospel. It  was not an easy

task, for there were many challenges, dangers and

persecutions.  But they were ready to pay the price of

witnessin g with  their lives. They did it gladly, without

complaining. Their joy for sharing in the suffering of the

Gospel sometimes took them to extremes, to the point that

they needed Jesus’ advice: “However, do not rejoice that



the spirits sub mit to you, but rejoice that your names are

written in h eaven.”

6. Along with the usual discu ssions about do ctrines,

strategies and church adm inistration, there was a sense of

unity  and purpose in mission. The Holy Spirit didn’t let

them lose sight of the greatness of the work and moved

them towards expansion. And they made the best possib le

use of this blessing.

7. They made good use of the media, communication

and transporta tion of their  times. Th ey were  contextu ally

inserted in the social,  political and religious environment

of their era, thereby greatly benefiting the Gospel. They

planned and developed well-grounded strategies suited to

each pa rticular con text.

8. They had a priority in their lives and wo rk - to reach

out to eve ry person  with the G ospel.

9. Their  actions were based o n love and ca re for others.

They were engaged in proclaiming the Gospel and in

caring fo r the need y. 

10. Theirs was the co nsciousn ess given  by the H oly

Spirit that they were called by Jesus to be His followers

and consume themselv es continu ally as bridge builders -

vertically  in sharing  the love o f Jesus to  all - horizon tally

in exercising  their faith activ e in love. W e are called  to

follow their steps in grace and love.

V. CONCLUSION

We are invited to join in a word of prayer, that the

Lord make u s bold in H is word, that He continue to make

us as bridge builders between hell and heaven, among

human beings. That He may show us the way and be with

us as we go  and shar e his love w ith others - so  that all

may know His name and be saved.


